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Delve into the secrets of the most important
underground V2 rocket base ever built

A complete
AUDIO-GUIDED tour.

Slereo infro-red heodsets enable you 1o lislen
1o e commentory presented in the longuoge of
your choice, Far from the noisa, you con visit of

your own poce, within fhe sunounding noise.

Authentic FFL
(French Resistance)
front-wheel drive cor
from the liberafion

over 100
illustrated

<Py N oythern France
LY in German hands

EMOTION
From the routes of exodus fo the joys of liberalion,
you will discover, at La Coupole, the life of the

French people in the 40s.

||||||||

One of the many o." Hw Centre's oudic-visual
presentations: "The dark days”,
8 minutes slide show.

Hitler's secret
W E’HPUI'IS

DISCOVERY

Lo Coupole enables you fo discover
fhe infernal nazi war machine seen

from an angle never yet approached.
. A very evocalive mullimedia reconsfruchion

of the deodly campaign of the Vs and Vis

Authenfic

; ;La Coupole: the dark side of hlStlf)/;

;f 2:icinemas * 18 films or audiovisual presentations e over 3 hours of projection



LA COUPOLE IN FIGURES

= A lobyrinth of 7 km of galleries
« A dome 72 metres in diometar

2 tou rS .. Rex_, Cln éac Concrete 5 matras thick

, p : e 42 metres of low gallerles
to discover the dark side of war and the conquest of space oyl

1943, Hitler decided to destroy London. He ordered Hitler's secret weapons and the conguest

the construction of La Coupole of Helfaut: a of space (CINEAC tour)

concrele dome 5 metres thick, which protected the In 1844, the V1s, then the V2s of von Broun spread
biggest underground V2 rocket launch pad ever ferror over London ond Anbwerp. These rockets wene
built. This gigantic bunker, dug into chalk by Duilt by the depored of he concenration comp, Dora,
Russian and Polish prisoners, is still intact. Today, it in Garmany,

If La Coupole hod never been abandoned, in July
1944, the lounching rake would hove reached 50 V2s
per dayl

When the wor wos over, the liberolors recovered
Garman engineers from bofh Eost and Wes!, Batween
Northern France in German hands the Soviets and Americans, the spoce roce began. The
(REX tour) Soun V rockel, developed by von Braun, enabled Man

On 10th Moy 1940, the Germon army invoded 10 foke ihe very first siep on the moon

oditosn France, Doty fé-hen Eacami ns o Sans, Fram war 1o the moon, from dark yeors lo light yeors,
deprivation, resislance ond feeror I. o Lo falotar fo ik ."' of th L )
These are the "DARK YEARS® of hislony. Thay lnsfed up 0 LOupok reigies the: history of hese doeadly
unil 1944 mochines, from on ongle never yel approoched,
renicolly poving the woy for the conques! of spoce,
indoy o source of co-operation and progress between

mans

houses an astonishing history centre on war and
rockets, where you can discover two major themes

Reconstuctions, rore objects, offen shown for the first
time, and authentic objects, Lo Coupale will enable you
o relive ond discover, with emotion, fhese years of
Cccupalion which were so difficult in Morthem Fronce
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Cape Kennedy:
Saturn V lake-off in 1949

Relive this odveniure
thanks to the following film:
“From the Earth fo # oon”

THE EPIC JOURNEY

Relive Neil Armstrong's steps on the moon, follow,
image by image, the frenelic race between the
Americans and Soviets.

2 big cinemas, each with 100 seals.

A tour lasting 2 hours

1 - Eniry by the underground galleries

2 - Ascent beneath the dome by lift, 42 metres above

3 - Access fo the cinemas and 2 fours

4 - Relurn to the lower level. Uncompleted rockel
launch preparation

5 - Way out - to the reception area and the shop

LA COUPOLE ;

IIFr CEHTRE OF JJ«!-! AMD ROCKETS




 discovering the secrets of our history LA COUPOLE 4%

4
Headset guide
system for
A\nimated model independent

lisplay visiting

The conquest
of space

Rocket areaqa, from
the V2 to Ariane IV

‘ la Coupole will guide you

The German secret
weapons

Daily life in Northern
France under the
German occupation

2 cinemas
. 258 18 iiln_-n;_




LA COUPOLE 48

Go back in time

La Coupole invites you to take an incredible voyage into
the heart of history and science.

With the help of modern technology and faithful reconstruc-
tions, you will discover what daily life was like during the
German occupation in Morthern France, as well as Hitler's
secret weapons and the first steps in the conquest of space.

The unique site of La Coupole is an impressive festament to
the past. Since its opening in May 1997, it has had over
400,000 visitors.

So, hold your breath and prepare to enter one of the most
crucial phases in our history.

ary
I

I

After exploring the main under-
ground gallery, you ride up 42 m
in a lift under the concrete dome.
2 visiting circuits await you,
with access via the 2 cinemas.

The German secret weapons
and the Total War

During the Second World War, the

Nazi engineers developed a revolutio-

nary weapon: the V2. As the first stratos-

pheric rocket in history, the V2 rapidly become a top
priority arms programme for Hitler, who saw in this
rocket the means of desh‘o}fing London and of rever-
sing the course of the war h'}f‘ siri |-‘..i|'|g at the VEry sym-

bol of resistance to Nazism.

The building of La Coupole started in 1943 and it
was designed to be the launch base for this new
weapon. In this gigantic bunker, which is today
transtormed inte @ memorial and ]1i5h:_':|r:,-' centre, you
can follow the r]eve|c:prnent programme of the V1
and V2 secret weapons os well as their military use

during the conflict.



The German occupation
in Northern France

rground
ry

The conquest of space

Immediately after the Second World War, the Period

Cold War began between the Soviets and the reconstruction

Americans. After the Cuban missile crisis in

1962 and the advent of peaceful co-existence,

the conflict moved to the field of space conquest

and a technology race started up between the

two great powers. On 10th May 1940, the German army inva-
ded the North of France. Then began « the

Wernher von Braun and his team, who were dark years »: a time of privation, terror and

V2 rocket designers in Nozi Germany and resistance for the occupied populace. Using

who rallied to the Americon cause in the rare documents, La Coupole retraces this

final weeks of the War, were also the engi- painful past: peried films, reconstruction of the

rears of Salurn V which feok Man 1o tha interior of workers’ dwellings, shop fronts, the

moon. It is this fascinating period of the firing squad execution wall from the Lille cita-

race to conquer space, the most important del, @ real Free French Forces Citroén

human enterprise of the Traction...

So many testaments which enable us to
relive and discover the daily life of the
inhabitants of Nord/Pas-de-Calais under

the occupation.

20th century, that is pre-
sented to you at Lo
Coupole, using the most
up-to-date museographic
techniques.

B space rockets

| V1 and
rockets

=l p
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Groups S
From 20 paying visitors
upwards and only with prior
reservation, the group

*  receives a personalised
greefing and access to the
lounge reserved for coach
drivers

_Group Packages

We can offer packages

including meals, accommo-

dation and the discovery

af the region’s other major

lourist attractions, Please

do not hesitate to ask for

*  the « discovery packages »
brochure at La Coupole
Reception.
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Shop

Books, video cassettes,
model aircralt and rocket
kits, tee shirts... You are sure
to tind the ideal souvenir of
your visit in the Lo Coupole
shop

Reception

Throughout your visit cur
hostesses are available to
help and guide you. Drinks,
sandwiches, loilets... are
available. Access for people
with limited mability. The site
is equipped for the hard of
FiL’{If;I‘.J_

Our animal friends are not
admitted to the site.

v it
¥

Average length of the 0



